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Introduction 

Rehoboth Church near Union, West Virginia, the oldest Protestant 
Church West of the Alleghenies, is one of the few spots in America of such 
importance as to be designated a “Methodist Shrine” for the whole Church. Re- 
hoboth was so designated by action of the General Conference of 1960. In 1968 
this former designation as “Shrine” was changed to “Heritage Landmark” by the 
General Conference. 

When I was growing up in Ronceverte, WV I was interested in learn- 
ing all I could about Rehoboth. I visited the area many times and talked with 
people. From time to time I would hear half-remembered memories about a 
history that had been printed following the Centennial Celebration in 1884. No 
one I talked to had ever seen a copy or knew if a copy existed. 

One day in 1960, the Rev. Billie Scott Mick, pastor of the Union 
Charge, contacted me. When he had opened his mail there was a copy of this 
pamphlet sent to him from someone who lived in Virginia. He indicated that I 
could borrow it and have it reprinted. 

I contacted Dr. Henry High, Executive Secretary of Pension Funds, 
Inc. Since his office had the equipment he offered to produce the pamphlet. We 
decided to print several hundred copies so that it might be widely available for 
future generations. 

When we had it printed I included the notation: “Published in 1960, 
the year Rehoboth was made a shrine by the General Conference...” 

The pamphlet was origionally “published by request of the Stewards of 
Union Circuit? It was printed in Baltimore by King Brothers in 1884. 

It is perhaps the best statement that has been written about Rehoboth. 
There are some errors. The most obvious one is the misspelling of “Rehoboth” 
(See Genesis 26:22, “And he called the name of it Rehoboth; and he said, For 
now the Lord hath made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land”) 

Other errors include the mentions of Asbury’s presence at the “rais- 
ing” and at the dedication (page 6); a close study of Asbury’s Journal reveals that 
such presence was not possible. 

The list of Presiding Elders, beginning on page 7, is reasonably correct. 
Some names could be expanded, such as “1790 -Jer. Able” is Jeremiah Able. 

However, the list of Pastors (beginning on page 8) needs some atten- 
tion. In the following list I have placed the word (sic) when I have corrected the 
spelling of individual names. The major changes are in the list from 1805 to 
1831, as noted below. If there is not a change from Kibler, no entry is made. 

1784, James Christie was a local preacher, no record in appointments; 
1785, J. Hemphill (sic), no record in appointments; 1789, James Riggin (sic); 
1791, Salathiel Weeks (sic); 1797, Richard Bird; 1800, and Samuel S. Steward; 
1802, Josiah Phillips (sic); 1804, Frederick Stier (sic), Edmund Henley. 

From 1805 to 1831 Kibler lists the preachers on the Greenbrier Circuit 
rather than the Monroe Circuit which had been established. The proper listing 
of Monroe Circuit preachers is: 1805, Nathaniel B. Mills; 1806, Andrew Hemp- 
hill; 1807, Timothy Lee: [continued on back cover} 


HISTORICAL SKETCH. 


————_— 


I had as well confess in the outset that this historical sketch 
of Rehobeth Church must necessarily be very imperfect owing 
to the fact that all the local records of the Church have been 
lost or destroyed; and only since 1872 have they been pre- 
served. Hence, our sources of information have been only 
traditional, or picked out here and there from Church history. 
I may state, however, that nothing has been incorporated into 
this sketch except that which is perfectly satisfactory—so far 
as its correctness is concerned. 

I. First, I will give the circumstances under which the 
Church at Rehobeth was organized, and the house built. 

1. In tracing the history, I find that in the summer of 1784 
a number of Methodists were settled in this community. How 
long they had been here, er how long they had been identified 
with Methodism, I am not able to state. I simply start with 
the history, as I find it one hundred years ago. At that time 
these Methodists were here. 

Prominently among them were the MeMullens, the John- 
sons, the Warrens, the Christies, the Blanters; and I may 
mention especially the name of Edward Keenan, father of the 
late Samuel B. Keenan, of precious memory. These were 
among the most substantial families of the community. They 
were principally active farmers, and owned’ large estates. 
They gave strict attention to their religious duties, both in 
their Church and in their families. Their devotion to Metho- 
dist usages and worship was manifested in their frequent 
meetings at private houses, where they worshipped after the 
Wesleyan mode. This was their chief delight. Religious 
interest increased among them, and before the close of the 
summer, 1784, a regular society was organized, meeting at 
stated times, in a school house near the spot where the old 
Church now stands. Often, however, they still met in pri- 
vate houses; either convenience-sake or the accommodation of 
the sick and afflicted, cohtrolled their place of appointment. 
At this stage of history, I find local preachers at work, meet- 
ing the society regularly, and preaching with great zeal. 

Among them I find the names of J. Hempbrill, Jas. Chris- 
tie and Jno. Wiseman. These brethren, it seems, had charge 
of the society—not all, however, at the same time. Large 
congregations assembled. Men and women came on foot from 
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a distance of many miles. Religious services became 80 
numerous, and the call for preaching was so great, that the 
local preacher, with other work, was not able to meet the 
growing demand. 


2. Hence, early in the year 1785, Edward Keenan wrote to 
Bishop Asbury to send them a preacher. Rev. Wm. Phoebus 
was the man sent. He was a young man and had been but a 
short time in the ministry. He seems to have been quite a 
favorite of Bishop Asbury; and I notice in Asbury’s journals 
he was frequently with him in his travels. 


It may be interesting to notice, at this point, that though 
Brother Keenan took such a decided interest in Methodism at 
this early day, and was instrumental in securing the first 
travelling preacher for Rehobeth, he was, up to this time, 
unconverted. His parents, moreover, were Catholics. His 
wife’s parents were also Catholics. Indeed his wife was her- 
self a Catholic. Still Edward Keenan was, at this date, 
strongly inclined to Methodism, and rejoiced to welcome at 
his home the first Methodist preacher. 


His conversion, however, soon followed the appointment of 
Brother Phoebus. The circumstances were so remarkable that 
I may be excused for making special mention of them here. 
Brother Keenan, in company with the preacher and several 
others, had gone to attend a conterence, of some kind, on 
Pott’s Creck. It was an important meeting, and the religious 
services were especially impressive. On their return, while 
crossing Peter's Mountain, the conversation turned upon 
religious subjects, and the joy of their recent meeting. The 
conversation inspired their religious feeling, and pictured the 
blessedness and joy of the true christian. This was followed 
by singing. Then and there—crossing the mountain—Edward 
Keenan was happily converted to God, and went home with 
the joy of the christian religion in his own heart. 

He at once connected himself with the society at Rehobeth, 
and honored his profession to the day of his death, which 
occurred in August, 1826, when he was 84 years of age. 

After Brother Keenan’s conversion he was made steward 
and class leader, and became the most prominent member of 
the Church at Rehobeth. His house was always open to the 
preachers. Brother Phoebus made frequent visits there. He 
was always invited by Brother Keenan to hold family worship, 
though this was not so agreeable to his wife and to her 
mother, who lived with them. During the reading and 

rayer, his wife kept up her Te and his mother-in-law 
ept up her spinning. They said they would never bow at 
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the altar of a heretic. Subsequently, however, Brother Kee- 
nan’s wife came over to the Methodists and became a devoted 
member of the Methodist Church. But her mother remained 
firm in her Catholic faith to the last. 

During these early years there was comparatively but little 
cleared land in this section; thick forests abounded, wolves, 
panthers and other wild animals were numerous, and nearly 
every man carried his gun that he might be ready to defend 
himself against the assaults of wild beasts. The danger 
was so great that men were scen going to Church on Sunday 
morning with their guns on their shoulders—every man in 
front of his family with a gun. 

During the ministry of Mr. Phoebus here, he became much 
alarmed on one occasion. Ife expected to reach Brother Kee- 
nan’s, from a distant appointment, before night-fall, but he 
missed his way and got lost. Night overtook him, and the 
howling of the wolves made him apprehensive of danger. He 
esca’ however; but, in his bewilderment, he wandered 
around through the woods until three o’clock in the morning. 
At this hour = happily recognized Brother Keenan’s house, 
and riding up to it, hallooed. In a moment he heard a 
response from the window: ‘Who's that?” Ile answered: 
st jhoebus!” “What brought you here so late?” said Brother 
Keenan, “It is not late,” replied the preacher, “it is quite 
early.” 

In the latter part of the year 1755 great need was felt for 
a house of worship. The school houses in the country were 
very few and very small and trifling. The private houses 
were also small. Asbury refers to them in is journal as 
“cabins.” So the large and increasing congregations could 
no where be accommodated, 

Under these circumstances, during the pastorate of Mr. 
Phoebus, and chiefly through the energy and intluence of Mr. 
Keenan, steps were taken to build a Church. 


8. In June, 1786, the building was completed, and it still 
stands, as you may sec, in a remarkable state of preservation. 


The Rev. Dr. ILouston, in his clegant address at the Presby- 
terian Centennial in August last, gives such a graphic descrip- 
tion of this old Church, that I beg leave to introduce it here 
and make it a part of this sketch. ITe copies it from a Metho- 
dist Christian Advocate. The writer, referring to this Church, 
says: “It is of large hewn logs, with a gallery around the 
interior, save over the pulpit, which is broad enough to scat 
nearly as many as the room below, and strong enough to bear 
the weight of twenty times the people that could be squeezed 
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into it. There ate two or three small windows, high from 
the floor—it may be that the builders were more concerned to 
keep out Indian shots than to let in air; the pulpit still 
remains; the old book-board is gone; a rousing preacher—a 
Dutchman—split it with his fist. The mighty men of Metho- 
dism had stood up by‘it. Bishop Asbury held two Confer- 
ences in this building. (I find; eae, that three Confer- 
ences were held here by Bishop Asbury.) Jesse Lee, Freeborn 
Garretson, Jacob Gruber, Stith Meade, and others of the 
giants of those days, preached here. Jesse Lee rode in this 
section with a blind bridle—he had a skittish horse. Bishop 
Asbury was at the ‘raising’ of- the Church. Every man 
brought his rifle ready for the Indians. The Bishop traveled 
with two horses. On one he carried his bedding and tea-pot. 
IIe was fond of tea, and never failed to have some of it with 
him, and the utensils to brew it. Two or three new roofs 
have been put on the old building, but the body is as sound as 
a dollar. A handsome new Church stands in the same enclo- 
sure. The pews in the old edifice are all gone. No service is 
now held in it. The communion table is used in the new 
Church. That piece of furniture shows the joiner’s art ina 
rude stage. It looks old indeed in the tasteful chancel, but 
carved mahogany could not replace this clumsy, battered, pop- 
lar stand. The ‘men of stature’ of ancient times knelt by it, 
and the sacred elements consecrated by Asbury were taken 
from it.” 

Thave already intimated that the old Church was built chiefly 
by the means and through the industry of Brother Edward 
Keenan. IIe gave the lot, also, of five acres, for the Church 
and burying ground, and requested that he might be buried 
at the northeast corner of the Church, where his name 
appears to-day on the marble slab, together with the facts 
above stated. 

The impression prevails in this community that Bishop 
Asbury dedicated the Church in 1786. I think this is quite 
probable. Old “mother Kounse” remembered the occasion 
well. She said Asbury stood in the door in order that the 
large congregation outside could be accommodated. 

In. Thus far, 1 have noticed the circumstances that sur- 
rounded the forming of the society a hundred years ago, and 
the erection of the Church in 1786. I will now turn to the 
workings of the Church under its more complete arrangement 
and organization. 

1. In 1786 Brother Keenan was the class leader. Daniel 
McMullen, Billy Johnson, J. Christie, Wm. Blanter and 
others, were active members. 


2. In 1787 Greenbrier Circuit first appears on the printed 
minutes. Rehobeth was one of the appointments in this cir- 
cuit. I haven’t time to speak of the various changes in the 
name of the circuit, district and county in which Rehobeth, 
from time to time, appears. I will simply state, however, that 
the circuit was, for a short time, in the Richmond District. 
Then, for years, it was in the Greenbrier District. For four 
years it was connected with the Kentucky Conference, and 
found in the Kanawha District; and then again back to the 
Baltimore District. At one time it appeared in the Winches- 
ter District, and then in the Rockingham District. In 1832 
it lost its name, and thence forward it was identified with the 
Lewisburg District. It has been variously called Greenbrier 
Circuit, Tanres Circuit and Union Circuit. I will run over 
the names, as rapidly as I can, of the Presiding Elders and 
preachers who served the charge from the beginning down to 
the present. 


3. First, I will give the names of Presiding Elders, begin- 
ning with 1787: 


YEAR. NAMES. YEAR. NAMES. 
1787—Le Roy Cole. 1814—Joseph Fryc. 
1788—Edward Morris. 1815—Gerard Morgan. 
1789—John Tunnell. 1816—- * * 
1790—Jer. Able. 1317—- “« * 
1791—Jas. O'Kelley. 1818—  “ « 
1792—F rancis Poythress. 1819—Lewis R. Fechtig. 


1793—Barnabas McHenry. 


1794—Francis Poythress. 


1820—- ss * = 
1821—Jno. Brown. 


1795—Josiah Askew. 1822—- “ « 
1796—W m. Spencer. 1823—- “ « 
1797—Wm. McKendree. 18244—-  “« « 
106— * * 1825—Gerard Morgan. 
1799—Jonathan Jackson, 1826— & * 
1800—W m. McKendree. 1827—Jas. Watts. 
1801—Philip Bruice. 1828—  “ “ 
1802— “ “ 1829— “ “ 
1803—Jas. Ward. 1830—- “ « 

18904—- “ “ 1831—C. B. Tippitt. 
1805— “ “ 1832— “ “ 
1906—- “ “* 1833—-  “*« =* 
1807—Jacob Gruber. 184—-  “ « 
1s06—- “* “ 1835—Norval Wilson 
1s00—- “ *« 1s36—- * 
1810—Christopher Frye 1837—- “= 
1811— « - 1838—Sam’l Bryson. 
1812— . - 18399—- *« = « 
1818— = a 1640—- “* 4 


YEAR. NAMES. 


1841—Sam'l Bryson. 


1842—N. J. B. Morgan. 


1843— e 

1844— “ “ 
1845— “ “ 
1846—B. N. Brown. 
1847— - “ 
1848— # - 
1849-—E. R. Veitch. 


1850— “ as 
wssi— “ ae 
1852— “ “ 
1853—M. Goheen. 
1854—  * bi 


1855— “ a 
1856— “ as 
1857—E, P. Phelps. 
1858— : x 
1859— ba « 
1860— “ as 
1861—J. 8. Gardner. 
1862— ks * 
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YEAR. NAMES. 
1863—J. S. Gardner. 
1864— rt “ 

1865— 

1866—J. H. Waugh. 
1867— “ iy 


1868— “a “ 
1w69— 
1870—J. L, Gilbert. 
1871— a ae 
1872— a = 
1873— = a“ 
1874—W. G. Coe. 


18735—  « . 
isis— 
18%7— +“ ” 


1878—A. P. Boude. 
1879—J. C. Dice. 


CS 
18g81— “« 
1882— “ * 
1883—David Bush. 
1ssi— * 7 


Thus ends the list of Presiding Elders of the District in a 
hundred years. 


4. The following are the names of the Pastors, beginning 
with 17384: 


1784— Jas. Christie. 1802—J. Phillips. 
1785—J. Hempbrill. 1803—Jaus. Smith. 
1786—Wm. Pheobus. 1804 —Fred. Stien, Ed. Henley. 
1787—Jno. Smith. | 1805—L. Mathews, A. Burge, 
1788—Rich'd Swift. ; 1806—Thos. Budd, Rob’t Bolton. 
1789—Jas Riggan, Jesse Richardson. | 1807—Sam') Henkle. 

790—Lasley Mathews, 1808—Eli ‘Towne, 8. Montgomery. 
1791—Saluthia Weeks, Geo. Martin. 1809—Jos. Carson, J. Watts. 
1792——JIno. Kobler. 1810—Beverly Waugh. 
1798—Francis Aguff. 181I—N. B. Mills. 
1794—Anthony Sale. 1812—Benedict Reynolds. 
1795— Jas. Jones. 1813—Jas, Charles. 
1796—W m. Spencer. 1814—Jacob Snyder. 
1797—Jas. Tollison. 1815—Jno. Bull. 
1798—Jas, Ward. 1816—Jas. Watts. 

799— 1g17— “ « 
1800—C. 8. Mooring, Dan’l Ross. 1818—Rob't Boyd 
1801—J. Pinnell. 1819—!acob Brownwell, Jno. Miller, 


YEAR. NAMES, | YEAR. NAMES, 
4 
H 


YEAR. NAMES. 

1820—S, Montgomery, Amos Smith. 
1821— “ “ 
1822—E. Stephenson, Harvey Sawyer. 
1823—Jas. Avis, J. G. Tucker 
1824—Obedias Heber, Jas. Ross, 
1825—Sam'l Ellis, Wm. McDowell. 
1826—Jno. Howell, H. Best. 
1827—Sam'l McPherson, Jas. Reed. 
1828—J. Tannehill, Thos. Tannehill. 
1829—J. L. Brownwell, Jacob Lanius. 
1830—J. Spriggs, J. McEnally. 
1831—J. Spriggs, Jesse Stanbury. 
1832—Wm. H Enos, J. Merriken. 
1833—C. Parkeson. 

1834—J. M. Greene. 

1835—J. W. Osborne, 8S. Hopkins. 
1836—J. W. Cullum. 

1837—J. Lanius. 

1838—A. G. Chenewith. 

1839—A. G. Chenewith, T. H. Busey. 
1840—Rob't Beers.. 

1841—T. H. Busey. 

1842—Francis A. Hardin. 

1843—Thos. Hildebrand. 

1844—Jus. Clarke. 

1845—W. H. Penick, A. Bland. 
1846—J. Gamble, M. N. Taylor. 
1847—4. L. Gilbert, J. W. Start. 
1848—J. L. Gilbert. 

1849—W. M. Meminger. 

1850—T. F. McClure. 

1851-—T. F. McClure, H. J. Bland. 
1852—Enoch Jamison. 


YEAR. NAMES. 
1858—Enoch Jamison. 
1854—E. H. Waring, 
1855—J. R. Wheeler. 
1856—J. W. Boteler, 
1857—H. C. McDaniel. 
1858—J. F. Liggett, A. P. Boude. 
1859—J. F. Liggett. 
1860—R. R. Murphy, 
1861—G. V. Leech. 
1862—J. W. F. Graham. 
1863— “ “ 


| 1864—L. D. Nixon, J. N. Gray. 


1865— “ “ 

1866—J. W. Ewan, J. R. Van Horne. 
1867—J. R. Van Horne. 

1868—J. F. Clarke. 

1869—J. F. Clarke, J. Hank, Sup. 
1870—J. N. Gray. 

1871—F. Farr, J. Hank. 

1872—F. Furr. 

1873—W., T. Quinn. 

1874— “ “ 

1875—H. C. Pitzer. 

1876— “ ou 

1877—J. Watts Shoaff. 

1878—C. L. Dameron. 

1879— “ “ 

1880— is " 

1881—A. O. Armstrong. 

1882—J. L. Kibler. 

1883— “ “ 

1884— “ “ 


Thus ends the list of Pastors for one hundred years. 


5. It would be interesting to. notice some remarkable jnci- 
dents in connection with the pastorate of some of these 
brethren—some peculiarities in others, and the wonderful 
success that attended the labors of others; but, such refer- 
ences would extend this sketch beyond reasonable limits, and, 
though the temptation is strong, I prudently forbear. 


111. There are some facts of general interest, however, that 
I cannot pass over. 


As has already been intimated, three Conferences were held 
in the old Rehobeth Church, by Bishop Asbury. 
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1. One on May 20, 1792. The Bishop says in his journal 
of this date: 


“We rode about 160 miles from the rich valley to Green- 
brier Conference.” (Perhaps this “rich valley” refers to some 
point in the Valley of Virginia.) “I preached at Rehobeth 
on Is. 55:12—* ¥ or ye shall go out with joy and be led forth 
with peace; the mountains and the hills shall break forth 
before you into singing; and all the trees of the fields shall 
clap their hands.” Doubtless he applied the prophecy to the 
clearing away of the forest, and to the spread of the gospel in 
this community. 


He says, further: “We had a hope that not less than ten 
souls were converted during thé Conference. After preaching, 
I myself having a violent headache, retired. The Lord was 
with them at the sacrament; after;which the doors being 
opened, many came in, and the meeting continued until nearly 
sunset. 


2. Again, on May 24, 1793. Bishop Asbury says: ‘ Came 
to Rehobeth in the Sinks of Greenbrier, where we held our 
Conference. I was greatly comforted at the sight of Brothers 
B. J. and Ellis Cox. We had peace in our Conference, and 
were happy in our cabins.” At this Conference the preachers 
expressed great satisfaction with their elegant entertainment. 


3. Again, on May 23, 1796. Bishop Asbury says: “I rode to 
Rehobeth Chapel in the Sinks of Greenbrier, where we held 
our Conference with a few preachers. Here I delivered two 
discourses.” The Rev. John Wiseman was ordained deacon 
by Bishop Asbury at this Conference. I now hold his creden- 
tial letter. About this time Asbury was a great sufferer, and 
the pressure of work upon him was a great trial to his patience. 
He was’nt able to move fast enough to meet the urgent 
demands of the work. Just before shang | at Rehobeth, he 
refers to his plan. He says: “If 1 were able, I should go to 
Charleston, S. C., a direct course, five hundred miles to 
Nolachucky ; thence 250 miles to Cumberland; thence 100 miles 
to Kentucky; thence 100 miles through that State, and 200 
miles to Saltsburg; thence 200 to Greenbrier; thence 200 to 
Red Stone, and 800 to Baltimore.” This I find is a circuit of 
about 1,900 miles. ‘“ Ah! if I were only young again” said 
the Bishop. 


4. In addition to these three Conferences held at Rehobeth, 
and presided over by Bishop Asbury, there was a Conference 
held at the residence of Edward Keenan before the Church was 
built, probably in 1785, at which it seems Asbury was not 
present. At one of these Conferences held in May, the preach- 
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ers ctowded Brother Keenan’s house. They came ori horse- 
back. Brother Keenan was to provide, also, for all their 
horses. The drought which had settled upon the country the 

ear before caused a great scarcity of everything. The good 

rother had no feed at all for horses. He had a beautiful 
field of rye, however, which was at this time most promising. 
Some one said that “Brother Keenan did’nt eare for anything 
except religion and neighbors.’* I suppose it was for the sake 
of religion that he turned all the preachers’ horses into his rye 
at this season of the year—May. During the session of the 
Conference it was all eaten off close to the ground. The 
neighbors sympathised with Mr. Keenan, as they said his 
fine prospect for a good crop had been cut off. But it came to 
pass that Mr. Keenan reaped an unusually large crop of 
rye—far exceeding any of his neighbors. Perhaps some of 
you older citizens remember the saying that followed: “No 
man will lose anything by taking care of the preachers.” 


5. The Rev. John Wiseman, grandfather of Sister Ann Miller, 
of Union, resided near the Church lot. He was an honored 
local preacher, and rendered valuable services before the 
church was built, as well as afterward. He subsequently 
retired from the active work, and became class leader at 
Rehobeth in 1795, but entéred again and was ordained Deacon 
1796. 


6. Most of the early preachers were young men—at least 
unmarried men. The difficulty of supporting a family in the 
ministry was a great barrier in the way of matrimony. Con- 
sequently when a preacher did get married he was tempted to 
locate, and often yielded ; and it seems that on this circuit— 
which was then large—Asbury had a good deal of trouble on 
this account. Quite a number of his preachers, sent to this 
circuit, got married before they left it, and generally located. 
Jacob Brownwell, who preached at Rehobeth in 1819, married 
a Miss Malinda Davis, who lived very near where the old 
Church now stands, at what was then called the “Little 
Orchard.” He then located, bought a place near where Mr. 
G. W. Hutcheson now lives, settled down and became a farmer 
—preaching occasionally. Finally he became dissatisfied, sold 
out and moved away. He failed as a farmer. So it always 
proves that a man who is called of God to preach the gospel 
never ‘succeeds at anything else. Hence, whenever Asbu 
heard that one of his preachers was to be married, to him it 
was sad news. 

Referring to this circuit in the “Life of Asbury,” the 
writer says: “The preachers almost always obtained wives 
during their service.” 
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The Bishop seemed to attribute this state of things to the 
charms of the women, and thought he would forestall them 
by sending to the circuit two decrepit old men, in the belief 
that no one would try to allure them into the bonds of wedlock. 
But to his astonishment both of them married during the year. 
Upon hearing this, Asbury remarked: “Well I am afraid the 
women and the devil will get all my preachers. 


a age | Asbury was very kind to his preachers in their 
poverty. On one occasion, while traveling somewhere through 
these mountains, he had but $2 in the world, when he met 
some preachers, ragged and destitute. First, his little purse 
was emptied. Then he gave to one his cloak, to another he 
gave his watch, and still to another he opened his bundle and 
gave his last shirt. Such was the character of the man whose 
name in American Methodism will be as lasting as that of 
Wesley himself; and it is, to me, a source of inspiration that, 
to-day, we are standing upon the very ground trodden one 
hundred years ago by the feet of this grand old hero and apostle 
of American Methodism ; and that in a few moments we could 
stand in the very pulpit from which he preached the words of 
eternai life; and that in Jess time we could bow at the very 
table. from which he took bread, and like tlte master, broke it 
and gave to the disciples. Here, the now glorified Bishop 
Asbury, lifted up his voice in the wilderness, and sent out 
through this country an influence and a power, which is felt 
even to-day in more than a thousand hearts. My own heart 
catches the fire, and my own eyes see the light which he 
kindled in yonder old Church. 


8. A little piece of advice which Asbury gave to the early 
settlers here may be as important to us as to our fathers. He 
said : “keep the whiskey bottle out of your cabins—far away 
from your premises. Pesor fail to offer up the morning and 
evening sacrifice in your families. Keep your cabins clean for 
your health’s sake, and for your soul’s sake; for there is no 
religion in dirt, and filth, and flies. If you do not wish the 
Lord to forsake your cabin, do not forsake His,” &c. 


9. For long years Rehobetl: was noted for large congrega- 
tions, and many gracious revivals, Though—from local causes 
—the want of accessibility, and the numerous Churches that 
have sprung up in every direction, the congregation that now 
— here, at stated times, is small, and the membership 
is small; yet, all over this country, and far away in the east— 
as letters assure me—wnd I doubt not in every direction, you 
may find fruit, still growing and ripening for the grave, the 
seed of which was sown in the soil of old Rehobeth Church. 
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There are many living far away, to-day, whose eyes would melt 
with joy at the sight of that old Church, which would suggest 
the happiest days of their life—many who are singing: 
“O sacred hour, O haHowed spot 
Where love divine first found me, 
Wherever falls my distant lot, 
My heart shall linger round thee. 


And when from earth I rise to soar 
Up to my home in heaven, 

Down will I cast my eyes once more 
Where I was first forgiven.” 


Many eyes in that great day will be turned towards old 
Rehobeth Church, as the spot where they were first forgiven. 


10. In 1842, under the ministry of Francis A. Harden—a 
great preacher and revivalist—there was a glorious revival of 
religion at Rehobeth. For many miles around, the influence 
swept the country. About 100 souls were converted. There 
were many revivals before this, and many afterward; but 
probably none was more extensive in its good and saving in- 
fluence, and more lasting in its results. Many from that 
revival have gone home to glory. Some are still found in dis- 
tant parts; and some are still living to-day in your midst. 


11. Brother A. E. Reed, well known in this community, 
joined the Church at Rehobeth, at this meeting, and was ap- 
inted class leader by Rev. James Clark, the pastor, the year 
ollowing. In that year we notice in the Church the names of 
the Keenans, Kounses, Kellies, Shieries, Archies, Leggs, 
Holmes, Burditts, Joneses, Glovers, Colwells, Smiths, and 
others. Many of them, from their strict piety and good works, 
deserve special notice; but time flies. 


12. Among the present membership we have the names of 
Malinda Kelly, Mary E. Long, Nannie B. Kounse, Delila 
Hull, Leon Keenan, Isabella Garman, Margaret Konner, Wm. 
Carlysle, C. 8. Archie, and H.J. Kelley. The last three named 
are the present official members. 


For want of time, I have thought it sufficient for our purpose 
to mention only the names of principal families in the in- 
ning, at the middle, and at the close of the century, which I 
have done. 


Iv. But I cannot conclude this sketch without referring to 
the name of Samuel B, Keenan, by way of special mention. 
His death occured nearly three years ago, when Rehobeth lost 
one of her best men. 
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1. For many years his name had been jdentitied with this 
Church. The mantle of his father, Edward Keenan, fell upon 
him. He wore it grandly and honored the name. As his 
father was the acknowledyed leader in his day, so Samuel B. 
Keenan was the acknowledged leader in Ais day. The former 
built the old Church, the latter built the new ; and yet the latter 
loved the old Church, and loved to talk about it, and call up 
the happy events of other days. Through his energy the old 
building has doubtless been kept under roof and preserved to 
this day. 

2. Through his influence, and untiring zeal, the new Church 
was built in 187/, and dedicated by the sainted J. L. Gilbert, 
in August of that year, Brother Keenan frequently expressed 
a desire to live to enjoy the Centennial which we are celebrating 
to-day. He is not here in body, but who will dare say he is 
not here in spirit? Who will say that he is not now looking 
upgn us, and smiling upon this grand assembly? As Edward 

eenan requested that is be burried at the N. E. corner of the 
old Church, Samuel B. Keenan requested that he be burried at 
the 8. E. corner, opposite his father’s grave. By his request, 
also, simply his name appears on the tombstone, with date of 
his birth and death. tlorified Samuel B. Keenan !—a faith- 
ful steward, a devoted christian, and a great lover of the cause 
of Foreign Missions, which he proved by his liberal support 
of the cause, and by leaving out of his small estate a bequest 
of $300 to it! His annual provision for Rehobeth Chureh is 
also felt and appreciated. “Jle rests from his labors, and his 
works do follow him.” 


Vv. In conclusion I may say that much must be left out of this 
brief history that would have been gratifying—at least to me. 


1. All along I have been tempted to give short biographies 
of preachers and members who have borne the heat and burden 
of the day, and faithfully served the Church, died in the 
triumphs of faith, and have gone rejoicing to their home. 
Mother Kounse, Father Warren, Samuel Keenan, his noble 
father and others are there, with Valentine Cook, Phoebus, 
Asbury, Harden, and many others. 

2. I was tempted, also, to give more minute descriptions of 
the services held in the old Church in former years. The old 
time Class Meetings, Love Feasts, Watch-Night Meetings, and 
of the r crowds that packed the Church and drank in the 
“wonderful words of life.” 


. 8. I desired very much, also, to speak of the growth of 
Methodism in this community and surrounding neighborhoods, 
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and counties, and the many Churches which have sprung up 
in a hundred years, all as branches growing out of the tree 
planted in old Rehobeth Church—the first Methodist planting 
this side of the Alleghany mountains, and perhaps in the State. 


4. Indeed there were many other things I wanted to say, and 
incidents I wanted to relate, which would be appropriate to 
this sketch, but already I have gone beyond the limits allotted 
me, and must close. May the Great Head of the Church 
bless the surviving friends of our departed heroes. May they 
live so as to honor the memory of their fathers and mothers, 
who sleep to-day under the sod of the old Church graveyard, 
where one by one they are laid away! and in the morning of 
the resurrection may they all be among the first to arise and 
“behold thé King in His beauty,” and “hail Him who saved 
them by His grace, and crown Him Lord of all.” Thousands 
of our fathers to-day are crowning our Savior, King of Kings. 
Shall we be among the number? 


“O that with yonder sacred throng, we at His feet may fall. 
We'll join the everlasting song, and crown Him of al!” 


[Introduction continued from page two} 


1808, Edward Matthews; 1809, Samuel Montgomery; 1810, James Reiley; 
1811,William Butler; 1812, James Wilson; 1813, Robert Wilson; 1814, John C. 
French; 1815, James McCann; 1816, Jacob Snyder; 1817, Robert Cadden; 1818, 
James Watts; 1819, James Watts; 1820, Jacob L. Browmwell, James Avis; 1821, 
Elisha Simmons, Simon L. Booker; 1822, Amos Smith, Laban Hughey; 1823, 
Amos Smith, Laban Hughey; 1824, Amos Smith; 1825, Robert Barnes, Jacob B. 
Crist; 1826, Simon L. Booker, John Rider; 1827, John Tanneyhill; 1828, R. Arm- 
strong, P. Cook, 1829, Peter McEnally; 1830 Thomas Tanneyhill; 1831, William 
H. Enos, Jacob Doub. 

In 1832 Kibler begins listing preachers on the Monroe Circuit. 1833, 
C. Parkison (sic); 1837, Jacob Lannius (sic); 1838, Alfred G. Chenowith; 1839, 
Robert Beers; 1840, Robert Beers and Thomas Dyerle, sup.; 1845, William 
Renick (sic), Adam Bland; 1853, E. H. Waring; 1854, E. H. Waring; 1861, J.W.F 
Graham. 

My main sources for these changes were an article by Rev. E. H. War- 
ing printed in The Monroe Watchman, Union, W. Va., Dec. 10, 1896, and a list 
of ministers by Dr. Roy Bird Cook printed in “Minutes of the Western Virginia 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church,’ printed about 1938, along with 
“Minutes of the Methodist Conferences ... From 1773 to 1813.” New York: 1813. 

Along with the errors there is an important addition that Kibler could 
not have known about. It was only after the discovery of John Smith's Journal 
by Lawrence Sherwood that it could definitely be known that Bishop Asbury 
ordained John Smith a Deacon in July 1788 at Rehoboth which was the first 
Methodist ordination West of the mountains. 

Another pamphlet about Rehoboth could be written based on the 
fruits of recent research. The present publisher has in his collection of Meth- 
odist matrials several journals, memoirs, books, and documents which give 
first hand accounts of Rehoboth’s early days. Among these is the one of prime 
importance: The Journal of John Smith who organized the Greenbrier Circuit in 
1787; Lawrence Sharwood published this in 1966 in “The Journal of the Green- 
brier Historical Society.” 

Also of great important are the writings of the following preachers 
which Lawrence Sherwood owns in books or microfilm: Bishop Francis Asbury, 
Bishop Richard Whatcoat, John Kobler, Stith Mead, William Spencer, Lewis R. 
Fechtig, Nathaniel B. Mills, Robert Boyd, James Watts, and James Reiley. The 
Book “The Tours of Bishop Francis Asbury in West Virginia, 1776 - 1815” by 
Lawrence Sherwood has many details about Rehoboth. 

The Current reprint of Kibler’s pamphlet was made in 2011 to com- 
memorate the 225th anniversary of the building of Rehoboth. 

Lawrence Sherwood 
1056 Sunrise Drive 
Oakland, MD 21550 
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